Agenda Item: 14.

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:

SUBJECT:  General Manager Report

DATE: July 6, 2009

FROM: John Winkler, General Manager

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing
Information and Education activities for the month of June, 2009, is attached for your review.

B. MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS:

1.~ Congratulations to Brian Henkel, Groundwater Management Engineer, who passed his
Professional Engineers exam. Good work, Brian.

2. Thank You ~ Attached is a thank you note from Michelle Drake, Office Manager of the
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the Midlands thanking the District for the use of the Board
Room their staff retreat.

C. REPORT ON PURCHASES — CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of June, 2009. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

D. PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT: The June, 2009
Papillion Creek Watershed Partnership Monthly Update is attached for your review. The next
Partnership meeting will be held on August 27, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. at the NRC

E. NEWS CLIPS:

v" June 1, 2009, Omaha World Herald article — New Plaza A Splash Hit. Bridge gets added
drawing power.

v' June 22, 2009, Douglas County Post Gazette article — NRD considers changing board
meeting start time,

V' June 22, 2009, Douglas County Post Gazette article - Efforts to rid Platte River of
vegetation continue

v June 23, 2009, Omaha World Herald article — Corps defends its Missouri River plan,

V" June 25, 2009, Omaha World Herald article — State, federal roadblocks slow $70 million
in local roads projects.

v' July 1, 2009, Omaha World Herald article — Ruling favors Nebraska but doesn’t settle
dispute over river. Bruning says progress on flows being made.

V" July 5, 2009, Omaha World Herald editorial — Republican River Arguments — There’s no

end in sight




v uly 5, 2009, Omaha World Herald editorial cartoon — Water, Water.......
v Iuly 6, 2009, Lincoln Journal Star article — Wanahoo dam ahead of schedule

*F. CHANGE TIME OF BOARD MEETINGS: The Board postponed action on amending
District Policy 4.0 Board Meetings — Regular Monthly Meetings. The amendment would
change the start time for Board meetings from 8:00 p.m. to 7:00 pm. It is management’s
recommendation that the following resolution be adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following amendments to District Policy 4.0 be adopted and
incorporated into the District Policy Manual;

4.0 Board Meetings - Regular Monthly Meetings. Unless otherwise
designated by the Board, the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Board
shall be held on the second Thursday of each month, at the principal office of the
District. Each meeting shall begin at 8:00 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise designated.
If, prior to the meeting time the General Manager and the Chairperson determine
that weather conditions are or will be dangerous for travel to and from the
meeting, the regularly scheduled monthly meeting shall be postponed until 8:00
7:00 o’clock p.m. on the Thursday following such scheduled meeting date, or, if
such date is a legal holiday, until 8:00_7:00 p.m. on the second Thursday
following such scheduled meeting date. The General Manager shall cause every
reasonable effort to be made to notify each director of such postponement.

[December 5, 1986; December 8, 1988; July 9. 2009]
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June 2009
Information and Education Report

Information

* Continued work on design of river access brochure
*Continued work on update of NE NRDs Rec Areas brochure
*Continued work on budget preparation

*Continued work on media campaigns

*Attended NARD meeting on public relations planning
*Continued work on Rec Area signs

*Continued work on Web Site update

Education:

¢ Diggin’ Nature Camp - 5 half days of crafts and activities on bugs, birds, mammals, reptiles,
amphibians, and fish = 12 kids
® Ralston Nature Club — meets every Monday with about 80 kids K-3" grade

- Tree program/planting
- Butterfly/ladybugs/bees
- Owl pellets
- Casting/fishing
e Earth Day Omaha meeting
*  Walnut Hill Elementary — bug and garden program with City Sprouts = 65 kids

®  Parent/Child Workshop = 10 parents and 30 kids

© Survival Camp ~ 3 full days of activities including hiking, geocaching, fishing, canoeing, dutch oven
cooking, tents, fire starting, and fish printing = 16 kids

¢ Pelt and tracks program for vacation bible school = 60 kids

@ NRC Rain Garden Meeting

e MORE Nature Budget/Planning Meeting

¢ LEP National Conference-4 day conference, trained 14 national staff in GPS curriculum

¢ Continued working with Jenny Henricksen, State & Federal Agencies on getting Owls at NRC

* Assembled 100 nature toolboxes for participants in Parent/Child Workshops

° Edited/Printed flyer on Parent/Child Workshops-delivered to Omaha Public Libraries, Hummel Day
Campers, and various locations throughout Omaha Metro
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MONTHLY UPDATE

JUNE 2009

A Partnership meeting was held on June 25" and a
Subcommittee meeting was held on June 11%
Meeting minutes and other materials are updated
regularly on the Partnership’s website:
www.papiopartnership.org,

Papillion Creek Watershed Partnership
Interlocal Asreement Update

The current Interlocal Agreement for the Partnership
expires June 30, 2009. After discussions with the
Partnership members a draft interlocal agreement
was circulated to each Partnership member to take to
their jurisdiction for approval. The Interlocal
Agreement includes the Watershed Management
Plan (see attached map), a three year Implementation
Plan and Revised Stormwater Management Policies.
The Papio-Missouri River NRD approved the
Interlocal Agreement at their June 11" Board
meeting. The City of Omaha is presenting the
Interlocal Agreement at their July 1¥ Planning Board
meeting and expect to be at City Council for first
reading in mid July. Sarpy County will be
presenting the Interlocal Agreement the first week of
July to their County Board. Papillion is planning to
have second reading of the Interlocal Agreement by
July 21*. Boys Town is expected to approve the
Agreement on July 7", Updates from the remaining
communities will be heard at the next Partnership
meeting,

Unfortunately, some fundamental differences in
floodplain management and stormwater management
policies have kept several members of the
Partnership from renewing the Interlocal Agreement.
Douglas County and Bennington have declined to
enter in to the Interlocal Agreement this period.
Washington County was not part of the previous
Agreement however, the offer was extended to join
in this Interlocal and they have also declined.

Post Construction Stormwater Management

At the Subcommittee meeting and Partnership
meeting the City of Omaha distributed copies of the
Post Construction Stormwater Management
Guidance document along with an application form,
template maintenance form and drainage study
checklist. It is intended for these items to be

GRETNA

Partnership documents and for Post Construction
Stormwater Management to be tracked on line
similar to the Erosion and Sediment Control permits.
The Partners were asked to review the documents
and note any items that would be handled differently
(i.e. procedural differences from Omaha or submittal
timelines) so that we can incorporate all the
communities’ requirements in to one document.

Upcoming Events

July 23" at 1:30 pm a workshop will be held with

ACEC and the engineering consultants on the Post
Construction Stormwater ordinance requirements.

A Post Construction Stormwater Management Plan
Workshop has been scheduled for October 8, 2009 at
the Scott Conference Center at UNO.

The Erosion and Sediment Control Seminar will be
held February 3™ at the Holiday Inn Central.

Next Meeting: The next full Partnership meeting is
scheduled for July 30th at 10:00 AM at the NRD
office.
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EENTSIEVERS/THE WORLD-EERALD
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OMEATEA Seven-year-old Rean Borres of Omaha dances through the fountain on the
PLATA newly d.edicated Omaha Plaza at the western base of the Bob Kerrey Pedes-
The $1.8million trian Bridge. At top Is Mayor Mike Fahey at Sunday's ceremony.

.piaza at the base of :
.the bridge was P ] ‘ N f

financed with E P

private-sector )

contributions. it

includes a spray

founiain and a

playarea. : &; S P

WEHAT i

BRIDGE '

USERS SAY - By Emiry Baay didn't turn on early. (It didn’t.)

“It's just an easy WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER Thisplaza, he told the dozens
commurte. No gas, gathered, will be “somethingall

no bicycle. " It's already popular with work- Omahans canbe proudof.”

James Graham of day walkers, curious touristsand Certainly the plaza, withland-
Counell Bluiis, who families seeking fitness. scaping and publicart, played well
walks to wark in Andnowthatthe BobKerreyPe-  withthe younger set seeking a way
Omaha destrian Bridge boasts thenew to cooloff. A circle of in-ground

Omaha Plaza, officials hope the spigots sprayed water in various di-

“It's & beautiful 3,000-footspan willbecomeaneven  rectionsand at various speeds.
bridge. . . . ifitwas bigger attracton. The $1.8 million Aswater shotupwardas highas
raining, I'd walk - plaza-—featuring s spray fonntain 10feet, the firstbrave children
across it, too,” andaplay area—officially opened  stucktheir hands in Soonother
Sam Himmelberger Sunday witha dedicationbyMayor  childrenand afewbrave parents
of Topton, Pa., who Mike Fahey. , followed. :

was driving home Tempting fate, the mayor Erin Goaley, 10, and her grand-
from Colorade and steppedup toalectern placed on mother stopped by after complet-
stopped to see the the circle of turned-off fountains ing awalkathon for Parkinson’s dis-

new attraction. and joked thathehopedthe water See Bridge: Page2




ContinuedfromPage 1
ease.

“It'slike s mini waterpark ¢
Erin said, before running off to
dunkher head. Erindido'thave
afavorite spray, she said, be-
cause “they're all awesome.”

Butshewas pariicularly
proud when sheran through the
biggest spout; she heldupher
hands triumphantly while her
grandmother, Shirlee Gozaley,
cheered.

Goaleysaid theplazaisa
good step toward keeping peo-
plein the downtown area.

“It's justanice way toenjoy
the afternoon with your grand-
childrenand ciuldren," she
said.

That's the idea, said Steve
Scarpello, Omahaparksadmin-
istrator. Scarpello said the
plaza should make the bridge
“moreof adestination place.”

. Andthat'snot all. Plansare
movingforward fora
large-scale publicparkonthe
Council Bluffs side. Bluffs offi-
cials recently hired the land-
scape architecture firm Sasaki
—acclaimed for its workon

Beijing's Olympic Green—for
the project, Bluffs Parks Di-
rector Larry Foster said.

Construction isexpected to
beginnext summer.

Officials have said the proj-
ect conld incorporate green
space, recreation areas, hous-
ing and public art, though Fos-
ter said detailed plans for the
riverfront aren'tready yet.

Thougharecent World-He-
rald poll found that many
Omahans thought the bridge
was a poor use of public funds,
businesspeople say they're
pleased with theincreased ac-
tivity it has brought to the riv-

erfront, Residents of nearby
" condos enjoy the view, Police
say thatthe influx of people has
notledtomore crime and that
parking problems have been
worked out.

Thebridge hasdrawna
steady stream of visifors since
itopened in September. No
dats exist on the total number
of users,butastudybyalUni- .
versity of Nebraskaat Omaha
professor foundthat an aver-
age of 187 people per hour used
thebridge in October 2008.

Donald Greer,aprofessorin
the School of Bealth, Physical
Education and Recreation, said
last week thathehasnoreason
to think that bridge use has sig-

nificantly changed, though
winter and early spring
weather probably caused ade-
Crease.

Scarpelio of the Ornaha
Parks Department sees a sim-
ple explanation for the crowds:
“People just wanttobeby the
river," he said, and theplaza
will be one more place toenjoy.

Bridge visitorshavein-

"' creased business at Rick’s Café

Boatyard, hostess Elizabeth
Clark said last week. People of-
ten eatlunchat the restaurant

"at 345 Riverfront Driveafter

walking on thebridge.

“It'snota one-time thing,”
Clarksaid. "People comneback
severaltimes.”

RiverfrontPlace, a condo-
minium project at the water-
front, also has benefited, said
BenProctor, sales and market-
ing manager. September 2008
was one of the best months for
sales, he said.

“Thebridge puts our devel-
opmentin front of a iot of peo-
ple'seyes.”

Because the Bluffsparkis
stillin progress, thebridgeis

Wi
THE WORLD-HENALD
ofien a destination of itsown,
Greer said. “Yougotothe
bridgetogotothebridge.”

Many visitorsonarecent
warm and windy weekday
afternoon werethere for just
thatreason. Gwen Gill of Sta-
pleton, Neb., was spending part
of avacation day there with her
husband, Lloyd, and grand-
daughter. They enjoyvedalei-
surely stroll to take in the view.

“If you're walking, youcan-
takeyourtime and see every-
thing,” Gill said.

_Thebridgeisnear Cindy
Vanek's job at the Holland Per-
forming Arts Center, makingit
perfect for alunchtime walk.

“If’sanice route,” said
Vanek, who walks on the bridge
afewtimesaweek.

Despite theincrease inriver-
front activity, both Omaha and
Council Bluffs police say.the
bridgehasnotledto more
crimeinthe area.

Since last November, Coun-
cil Bluffs police have received
noreportsof incidents at the
bridge, said Capt. Scott Milner.

Officer Jacob Bettin, an

ndge= Blg plans ahead for Council Bluffs side

About the bridge

Cost: $22 million. A $1.9 million
federal earmark obtained by
former Sen. Bob Kerrey covered
most ofthe cost’

Length: 3,000 feat, including
landings

Width: 15 feet

Ralling helght: 4.5 feet
Hours: 24 hours a day, saven
days a week

Construction: Began in fall 2006
and was completed in September
2008

Spuree: Council Bluffs Department of
farks, Recrealion and Publis Froperty

Omahapolice spokesman, said
the number of peopie on the
bridge—potential witnesses—
and police patrols on the river-
front probably deter crime.
Members of the policeriver-
front patrol unit monitor the
bridgeonfoot,Segway sconter
and horses.

Thebridge hasbeenthe tar-
get of minor graffiti and van-
dalism, Scarpello said. Buthe
said securify carmneras soonto
be installed atthe plaza should
help prevent that,

When thebridge first opened,
visitors sometimes parkedin
unapproved spaces, officials
said, but those complaints
larpely stopped as people be-
camemore familiar withre-
strictions,

Parking is not allowed along
RiverfrontDrive,in the Na-

_ tionalPark Service lot during

businesshours, in thecircle
driveinfrontof thebridgeoron
the grass.

An April World-Herald poll
found that 48 percent of 400
registered voters surveyed
thought the money spenton the
bridge was “very poorlyin-
vested,” but some bridge sup-
porters say those concerns are
fading.

Clark, the restaurant hostess,
said she has been hearing fewer
complaints aboutthebridge's
cost, ’

Lloyd Gill of Stapleton said
the bridge's completion should
putthe controversyin the past.

“It'snow time forittobeen-
joyed,” he said.

World-Herald staff writer
Roseann Moring contributed to
this report.

B Contact the writan
444.3152, emily.babay&owh.com
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Ruling favors Nebraska but
~ doesn't settle dispute over river

[l
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THE WOALD-HERALD

B An arbitrator awards Kansas $10,000 but doesn’t rule out more in the future.

By Henny J. Connes
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The latest decisien in a long-rium-
ning water dispute between Nebraska
and Kansas was good for Nebraska's
taxpayers — at least for now.

Nebrasks owes Kansas only a to-
ken $10,000 for farmers’ overuse of
Republican River water in 2005 and
2006, an arbitrator ruled Wednesday.
That's well below the $72 million Kan-
sas once claimed.

But the decision's long-term impact
was far less clear, particularly for
the southwest Nebraska farmers who
depend on Republican flows for their

Tivelihoods. :
Nebraska's current plans for pre-
venting overuse of Republican River
flows during drought years are inad-
equate, arbitrator Karl Dreher ‘said.
‘The state needs to take further steps to

reduce water consumption, and could -

face other “significant” sanctions in
addition to Kansas' actual damages if
it again overuses in the future,

When the ruling became public
Wednesday morning, legal officials in
hoth states claimed victory, and the
dispute figored to go on. The arbitra-
tion ruling is not binding on either
state, and the issues stitl could end up
before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Kansas officials on Wednesday
weren't ruling out going to court,

David Barfield, Kansus' water czar,
said Kensas could still go to court for

- the full $72 million it initinlly sought

— which included both damages to
Kansas and the nmount of finaneial
gain Nebraska sttained from uvsing
Kansas' water, The prospect of such
big-dallar losses may ba the only way
to get Nebraska to cut its excessive
water use in the future, he said.

“We think Mebraska needs a pretty
powerful incentive to take the actions
necessary,” he said. “We disagree with

See River: Page 2

Riwver: Bruning says progress on flows being made_

Continued from Page 1

the arbiter that we have to wait
until Nebraska violates again to
get relief.”

But Nebraska Attorney Gen-
eral Jon Bruning said it's now
clear that Kensas won't be able
to prove it was domaged by Ne-
braska's averuse, Duying the twe
vears in question, he said, Kan-
sas farmers actually produced
record crops.

_ Bruning said he recognizes
that MNebraska dees need to do
mare to cut back during drought
yeers. 'The state and jrrigators
are working on it, he said, and
progress is being made.

“Pm hopeful we can continue
1o tallk about resolving this out
of court,” Bruning said. “But
if Kansas wants to continue to
spend millions and millions to
recover $10,000, that's their pre-
rogative.”

Nebraska and Kansas have
battled for more than a decade
over whether Nebrasko irriga-
tors have been taking more water
from the Republican River than
ts allowed under a World War II-
era agresment that divides river
flows among MNebrasks, Kansas
and Colorado.

The natural resources districts
that Nebraska law charges with
regulating groundwater pumping
had for decades allowed largely
unrestricted development of ir-
rigation wellg in the Republican

Tihinealine

1943: Colorado, Kansas and
Mebraska agrea to the Repubdi-
can Rivar Compact, allacating 11
percent of river water to Colorado,
40 percent to Kansas and 49
percent to Mebrasla.

1999: Kansas sues Colerado
and Mebraska in U.8. Supreme
Court for using more than allotted
shares.

20102; States setile lawsuit, agree-
Ing on procedure to measure water
using computar modsl,

2003-06: Nebrasha overuses
water,

2008-07: State leases or pu-
chases water from surface-water
irrlgatoes, releasing It to flow to
Kansas.

2007: Gov, Dave Heineman signs
Legislative Bill 701, authorizing
new taxes in Republican River
hasin for NRD pregrams to comply

wlih compact. Nine Repuhlican
River basin landowners challenge

* the constitutionalliy of LB 701's

property tax provision,

2008: Lancaster County District
Judge Paul Merritt Jr. rules the
spaclal property tax uncenstliu-
ticnal.

February: Nebraska Supreme
Court affirms District Court order.

March: Atiorneys for Nebraska,
Kansas and Colorado present
testimony over Kansas' clalm that
Nebraska continued to overuse lts
share of Republlcan River water,
deapite sgrealng in 2002 to com-
ply with the 1943 compact.

July: An arbitrator awards Kansas
$10,000 but says Kansas should
recslculate its damages from
Mebrashka's river overuse.

valléy. Irrigators have orgued
major pumping restrictions.on
the Republican would devastate
the region’s econamy.

Kansas and Nebraska recently
have fought over excessive use
that occurred during 2005 and

-2006 and how much Nebraska

should compensate Kansas for
it.
Kansas originally sought the

472 million, estimating its own
lnsses from the overuse at about
49 million. Nebraska put Kansas'
loss at no more than $1.2 million.

Dreher earlier rejected the
$72 million, In his latest decision,
Dreher said Kangas no doubt suf-
fered damages from Nebraska's
overuse, “snd those damages
could sell be in the range of ane
to geveral mitlion dolars.”

But he rejected as excessive
Kansas' formula for calculating
those damages. e decided i
offer Kansag only the nomina
damages of $10,000 untit Kanan:
can correct its methodology. He
teft open the possibility for a big
ger award through subsequen
arbitration or in court,

Losoking at future compliance
the arbitrator said the three loca
natural resources districts tha
control pumping in the Republi
can River Valley need to furthe
reduce consumption during dr:
years. He did not specify how bu
did reject a propasal from Kan
sas that would have shut dow
half the irrigation in the bnsi
during drought years.

Pavid Aiken, a Universit
of Nebraska-Lincoln water lat
specialist, said it appears tha
Nebrasks has prevailad in th
latest round of the water figh
But he said it was significant the
the arbitrator warned of possibl
feture sanctions for Nebrashe
That should temper Mebraska’
reactian, he said.

“(The abitrator) is saylng
*This time, we're letting you ol
eagy, " Alken said, * ‘but ne;
time you're subject to financh
penalties, beyond any logse
Kansas can show." "

Coatacl tha wriles
444-5130, henrycordes@owh.oom




" .,.ebrés'_ka(agéin seéms-_to':ha-i_(g dodged the |
‘thunderbolts hurled at it by Kansas. au-

But the storm isn't ovet; nor-have many of the basic
argumentsigone away. maTn ey otine b

' Anarbiter's ruling Tas
-$10,000:to compensate K
‘tors*overuse of Republic

2006. Ths

-sas officials had demanded.
' ‘But the size of the:

sas for Nebréska irriga-

.in the millions bt that Kansas had:not proved itis .

stantial - and could include punitive sanctions. - - .

i, "Kansas had asked for reparations for its farmers, = '

who received less irrigation water from the Republi-

can, hurting crop yields. Kansas seeks to Blame Ne-
_braska irrigators:as the culprits. . -

. - 'The neivs is also mixed for Republican River un-
derground water irrigators, who must have felaxed
‘when the arbiter ruled that Kansas had ot proved

‘the 1lje'st':sc'>‘1ﬁti91_1=j_fo:r_':-Nebrgska’s overuse was to.re- .

‘duce by 43:percent the number of acres irrigated by
1dwat wells.during'dry years. ‘That'drastic.
uld have-shut down Irrigation wells with-

_proposal wo

+in 2.5 milés.of the riverbariks and cut irrigated acres . -
“in the bagin from 1.2:millien to roughly 800,000, o

‘wreaking havoc on'local.economies, . .-

- -On'the other hand, the arbiter did crificize Ne- -

braska-state and natural resources district officials
for their inadequate.compliance with the 1943 corn-

‘pact during-drought years. Dreher said the stateand
Republican shotild cut their -

_the three NRDs on the

vater withdrawals more than they have al-

: 5"NeE§'i*aSI;cél'6fﬁ.éials} alsohad bought surface water
ifro;ﬂ.ri“g‘htsihqlders to supplement the'amount of

,water in the river in dry-years, but that; too, was not

.good enough, Dreher concluded. The state “should
‘obtain permanent, interruptible supply contracts
'with surface water irrigators,” Dreher ruled, to

ensure compliance with the Interstate water agree-
- Inent. The proposal-ceuld prove expensive.

. thorities angry over the Republican River.

veek ordered'a “nominal” -

oublican River water in 2005 and -
That's a mere smidgen of the $72'million Kan- .

he award is deceptive, The arbiter,
Karl Dreher, said that the amount owed may wellbe . :
A
-owed more. If Kansas ¢4n back up its demaiids using -
better methodology, Dreher said, damages awarded
‘after a future arbitration or.court:case could be sub- o

‘pact’s requirements.

‘rigation pipelines dlong the Republi

The ruling says that the ultimate responsibility for.
compliance falls on the State of Nebraska itself The . -
NRDs =operate_r_undgr.sst_altesystat-utes,gnrg_l‘_ggr noted; it |
is the Nebraska Legislature’s responsibility to:see
that state law is strong enough to uphold-the com- |

_The arbiter see

ter'will flow into Kansas, And they 1
secure stable water supplies to feed
drought reigns. B R
Neither of those efforts will be cheap.or without
oppositien. This chance, however, may well be Ne-
braska’s last. The threat of financially painful sanc-
tions and agriculturally painful water rules imposed
by the courts could hardly be made clearer, .~ .. .
Nebraskans.can be glad that the $10,000. owed Kan--
sas for overusing water was only nominal. They can’t
be glad, though, at the uncertainties left unanswered .
by the arbiter. Nor about facing a futire of more wa-
ter cutbacks and long-term water contracts. - ¢

The debate continues.







Wanahoo dam ahead of schedule

By ALGIS J. LAUKAITIS / Lincoin Journal Star
Monday, Jul 06, 2009 - 12:16:29 am CDT

WAHOO — A bald eagle circled above the dump trucks, scrapers and bulldozers by the earthen dam as ifon a
recon mission for new fishing grounds,

It won’t have to wait much longer.

Dirt work on the dam is about 70 percent complete, and the new Lake Wanahoo should start filling with water
in 2010,

Dump trucks and earthcrapers move dirt from a borrow ;}ea (not pitured) in what will be the bed of the lake,

1o the dam being built to hold Lake Wanahoo, north of Wahoo, on June 30, 2009. (Gwyneth Roberts)
ﬁ?’t"?f’;ﬁ Nebraska 109 to close to rebuild U.S. 77 interchange




Lake Wanahoo

Source: Lower Platte North NRD

“They are way ahead of schedule. They think they will have the dam closed later this year,” said John Miyoshi,
general manager of the Wahoo-based Lower Platte North Natural Resources District.

The 3,700-foot-long dam was scheduled to be done by August 2010.

Miyoshi credited the weather and Commercial Contractors of Lincoln, which moved 1.4 million cubic yards of
dirt for the dam.

When full, Lake Wanahoo should cover about 640 acres, stretch about two miles and have a maximum depth of
about 40 feet.

The public lake about a mile north of Wahoo will offer fishing, RV and tent camping, no-wake boating,
youth/mentor hunting and recreational trails.

The NRD had to acquire 1,600 acres of mostly farm ground from 16 landowners. Only one fought the
acquisition and the district had to use its condemnation powers.

More than a decade in the making, the lake is viewed as a flood-control project and a recreational magnet that
will draw from Lincoln and Omaha, both 25 minutes away.

“Seventy-five percent of the state’s population lives within a 50-mile radius of this lake,” project coordinator
Mike Murren said on a recent tour.

In addition to recreation, the lake may give the community an economic boost. A smattering of luxury homes
already have been built on its western edge.

The public is not allowed in the construction area for safety reasons. But the NRD recently gave about 165
members of the Saunders County Livestock Feeders Association a close-up view of the dam and its soon-to-be
completed concrete emergency spillway, which can handle runoff from a 500-year storm.

Lake Wanahoo is the centerpiece of a $30.5 million project to control flooding in the 87-square-mile Sand
Creek Watershed and provide traffic, recreational and environmental benefits.




“There’s times Wahoo is just an island,” said Murren, referring to chronic flood damage from Sand Creek,
Wahoo Creek and Cottonwood Creek — all of which meet below this city of 3,681 people.

The project won’t solve all of the community’s flood problems but will help prevent about $234,000 in flood
damage annually, Murren and Miyoshi said.

Sand Creek is not far from U.S. 77 and Nebraska 92, both on the northeast edge of Wahoo. Portions of those
two highways flood several times a year, Miyoshi said, and Lake Wanahoo should solve that problem.

Once the dam is finished, work will begin on the U.S. 77 bypass that will skirt the west and north sides of
Wahoo.

Part of the road will be built on the north face of the dam. Dirt work will be done next year and concrete poured
in 2011.

The Nebraska Department of Roads contributed $3.5 million to the project, Murren said, about equal to what it

saved by putting the road in front of the dam. Otherwise, the agency would have had to build bridges and do the
dirt work itself.

Miyoshi said Lake Wanahoo and the U.S. 77 bypass will be completed at the same time, so they will both be
open to the public in the spring of 2012.

The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission will manage Lake Wanahoo as a state recreation area, with day-use
areas, 60 full-service RV pads and a primitive tent-camping area.

A breakwater feature already has been built in the middle of the lake to reduce wave-action. It features a 110-
foot-long pedestrian bridge already used by locals. A large sediment trap was built nearby to keep the water as
clear as possible. To control erosion, no jet skis or power boats will be allowed.

The northern part of the lake is already home to deer, herons and swallows, who built mud nests under the
pedestrian bridge. Cottonwoods and other trees will be left standing to enhance the fishery.

The lake will be stocked with largemouth bass, bluegill, walleye and channel catfish. Crappie will join them
three years later.

In an effort to further reduce flooding and sediment and nutrient runoff, the NRD built four small dams
upstream from Lake Wanahoo on Sand Creek. Three more small dams will be built on Duck Creek. Total cost
for all seven sites is $3 million.

One of the key goals of the Lake Wanahoo project is environmental restoration. The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers is spending $10.5 million to help restore degraded wetland areas unique to the area.

“Over 95 percent of the riparian wetlands have been lost due to the straightening of Sand Creek,” Miyoshi said.
Water stored in Lake Wanahoo also will be used to help the endangered pallid sturgeon in the Platte River,
Annual releases of 400 acre feet of water are planned between February and June to compensate for water that
would have flowed down Sand Creek to Wahoo Creek and eventually to the Platte, where the bald cagle
probably makes its home.

Reach Algis J. Laukaitis at 402-473-7243 or alaukaitis@journalstar.com.




